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Just when they returned to the path of school last Octo-
ber, Cambodian children faced new disruptions! Flooding 
due to heavy rains in Dangkor district, Phnom Penh, dis-
placed hundreds of families living in the capital and several 
classrooms had to close. Aide et Action provided support to 
authorities and local organizations by providing emergency 
kits to 100 families including food, mosquito nets, blankets, 
clothing, hygiene products, books and coloured pencils for 
children. 

IMAGE OF HERE AND NOW 

“ According to reports from the Cambodian 
Humanitarian Response Forum, as of October 26, 
approximately 175,872 households in 14 provinces  
of Cambodia, including Phnom Penh, were  
reportedly affected by flash floods that killed  
38 people and caused the displacement  
of 14,299 families. In these areas, houses, 
infrastructure (roads, health centres) and agricultural 
land were flooded and 686 schools were affected.”
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* 16 million children from pre-primary to secondary school, who will then be added to the 258 million young people already deprived of 
elementary and secondary school and the 175 million children deprived of pre-primary school worldwide. (Source: UNESCO).

Charles-Emmanuel Ballanger 
CEO of Aide et Action

Summary

While around the world, education that teaches, enlightens, 
liberates and works for a better world has become the prime 
target of extremist and obscurantist attacks, the consequences 
of the COVID-19 pandemic jeopardize the future of a whole 
generation, and it is more urgent than ever to remain mobilized 
in order to defend and guarantee the right to quality education 
for each and everyone. For 40 years, this has been Aide et 
Action’s main mission, i.e. education is the corner stone of human 

development in a peaceful world.
Together we have many challenges to overcome in order to ensure access to quality 
education for all and in particular for the most vulnerable and marginalized populations, 
especially in these troubled times.
At the end of 2020, it is essential to maintain our efforts so that progress made in 
recent years will not be diminished or even reversed. The danger is very real: 16 million* 
additional children may never return to school after this crisis. We cannot accept this!
With solidarity,

“Education is in jeopardy.”
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INDIA  

AIDE ET ACTION ENCOURAGES 
VILLAGERS TO BECOME  
AUTONOMOUS IN ORDER TO 
OVERCOME CHALLENGES

The partial or total suspension of economic activity, due to  
the COVID-19 crisis, has deprived millions of people of their 
sources of income. This is the case of Reena Paniwal and her 
husband Sunil, in India. To support them, Aide et Action is 
encouraging the couple and other villagers to follow an initiative  
of development and empowerment.

In 2019, Aide et Action, in partnership with the 
Eicher Group Foundation, launched the pro-
ject “Sashakt Gram” an initiative of develop-
ment and empowerment with 14 communities 

in Madhya Pradesh, India. The project promotes 
mutual aid and encourages villagers to appro-
priate the development of their community.

BECOMING A SEAMSTRESS TO BE 
AUTONOMOUS
Reena Paniwal, a member of one of the groups 
supported by Aide et Action, contacted the team 
of “Sashakt Gram” and expressed her willingness 
to contribute to one of the activities put in place: 
the manufacturing of reusable fabric masks. 
Because the demand for masks has increased in 
recent months, it has become difficult to meet 
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“UNTIL NOW, 150 FAMILIES HAVE 
GROWN VARIETIES OF LOCAL 
TOMATOES, PUMPKIN, OKRA, BEANS, 
OR EVEN PEPPERS IN THEIR BACK 
GARDEN. INSPIRED BY SUPPORT 
GROUPS, 1,497 FAMILIES WOULD 
ALSO LIKE TO HAVE THEIR OWN 
VEGETABLE GARDENS. ”

the needs of an ever increasing population. 
That is why other actions of this kind are in 
progress in different states of the country. 
Since then, Reena has produced 8,000 
masks and was supported by a clothing com-
pany that helped her continue her activity as 
a seamstress.
Impressed by her work and commitment, Aide 
et Action awarded her a with grant to help her 
start her own sewing workshop. In addition, 
Reena can count on the help of Sunil, her 
husband who is responsible for collecting the 
fabrics needed to make masks and travel to 
the neighbouring villages to sell them.

RAISE AWARENESS ON THE 
IMPORTANCE OF NUTRITION
In September, as part of the national month 
of nutrition, the 14 member communities of 
the “Sashakt Gram” initiative, with the sup-
port of Aide et Action, began to cultivate 
and develop vegetable gardens. This pro-
ject aims above all to raise public awareness 
of the importance food and nutrition which 
should be varied, balanced and produced 
locally. It encourages the autonomy of fam-
ilies and communities, especially in this time 
of sanitary and economic crisis. So far, 150 
families have benefited from this project and 
have their vegetable garden where they grow 
tomatoes, pumpkins, beans, okra and peppers. 
Inspired by the project, nearly 1,500 other 
families have already expressed their interest 
to develop their own vegetable garden. 

 Good to know   
The Sashakt Gram 
project is an initiative 
for empowerment 
by Aide et Action 
and the Eicher 
Foundation. This 
project actively 
promoted and 
supervised women’s 
collectives in 14 
Indian villages.

News
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Thanks to a training and socio-professional 
integration, Aide et Action is supporting young 
Malagasy single mothers towards a better future 
in urban underprivileged neighbourhoods in 
Antananarivo, the capital.

T he Sandatra project, developed by Aide 
et Action in Madagascar, aims to contri-
bute to socioeconomic integration and 
citizenship of 900 young single mothers 

that dropped out of school and are aged 15 to 
29 and from underprivileged neighbourhoods in 
the capital, Antananarivo. Ultimately, the situa-
tion of young mothers and their children should 
be significantly improved, just like the image 
and representation of the woman in Malagasy 
society.

900 YOUNG SINGLE MOTHERS 
DROPPED OUT OF SCHOOL,  
AGED 15 TO 29
Currently, the care of these young women is 
very insufficient. Having abandoned their studies 
following child birth, they are rejected by society 
and find themselves destitute without any psy-
chological or financial support.
In the current health emergency situation, due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, their difficulties 
are accentuated because there is hardly any 
work. Young mothers find themselves even more 
exposed to risks of extreme poverty (malnutri-
tion, disease, unhygienic circumstances, etc.) 
and insecurity (rape, violence, racketeering, etc.)

FINDING BACK CONFIDENCE
The idea of the project is therefore to train them 
for a decent and durable job that allows them and 
their children, to live more securely, breaking 
the circle of poverty. The majority of them need 
to regain confidence, to be accompanied and 
equipped to go towards social, economic and 
civic integration within their neighbourhood.
Thanks to a “Social Innovations Laboratory” 
(LABIS), a special digital center installed in the 
heart of neighbourhoods, holistic care can be car-
ried out. Through an initial assessment allowing to 
guide them towards individualized paths, geared 
towards social, civic and economic integration, 
and based on the principles of non-formal edu-
cation, they acquire more keys to access a better 
future. 

MADAGASCAR 

WE SUPPORT YOUNG,  
SINGLE WOMEN

 Good to know  Literally, the term 
“Sandratr’andro” means “the breaking of 
the day”. The meaning in this project would 
therefore mean breakthrough or fulfilment  
or the promotion of young mothers in a new 
life, through training and socio-professional  
and civic integration.
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 

SREY THEAV, A YOUNG WOMAN WITH DOWN 
SYNDROME, CAN FINALLY ACCESS EDUCATION

Thanks to the support of Aide et Action and  
the solidarity of her teachers, Srey Theav,  
who lives with Down syndrome can now benefit 
from adapted and inclusive education.  
A fight that is far from won!

In Cambodia, nearly 57% of children with 
disabilities are not in school, i.e. more than 
one out of two children. In partnership with 
Rabbit School Organisation, a local NGO, 

Aide et Action is working to improve access of 
these children to quality education by building, 
even within public schools, dedicated class-
rooms. They are thus welcomed under favour-
able conditions to discover the school, acclima-
tize and catch up on their delayed learning.
Srey Theav is 20 years old and she joined the 
project only four years ago, due to a lack of 
adapted reception. Before that, her registra-
tion at a public school had been refused because 
the school principal felt that he did not have the 
necessary resources nor trained teachers to wel-
come her and offer adapted education.

BETTER COMMUNICATE TO BETTER 
INTEGRATE
Since entering this specialized class, Srey Theav 
learned to read and write and she also developed 
her ability to communicate better, to be more 
sociable, to follow instructions, and to perform 
simple tasks at home. “When Srey Theav started 
school, it was very difficult to understand, tes-
tifies Seiha, her teacher. She couldn’t manage 
or even understand others. But now it has really 
changed, she communicates effectively.”
When schools were closed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, from March to October, Srey Theav 
was able to count on the solidarity of her teachers 
who came to teach her directly at home. A solu-
tion that has proven to be necessary since the 

young girl had no distance learning tool - no tel-
evision or smartphone. Moreover, official educa-
tional programs on television were not adapted 
to her capacities.

ADAPTED AND REINFORCED SUPPORT
For her mother Thong Teuy, 54, the reopening 
of school is a real relief. “It is difficult to survive 
in this situation because I lost my job and the 
prices of rice and food increased and I had to 
feed my daughter every day and take care of 
her. I am happy that she can return to class and 
be accompanied.” Before that, Thong Teuy had 
experienced discrimination when neighbours 
did not want to interact with her daughter and 
children weren’t playing with her. But now most 
people in the community know and accept  
her. 

 Good to know  Before the crisis, Srey Theav’s mother  
held several low-skilled jobs such as masseuse,  
worker or dishwasher in restaurants. With all of these 
jobs, she was only earning $ 5 a day.

Rethinking education  
after the crisis
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Rethinking education  
after the crisis

As 2020 comes to an end in a particularly difficult global context,  
Aide et Action would like to reiterate the importance of education,  
both in terms of responses to the crisis and in terms of prospects  

of reconstruction for the future. Education is a major issue  
that must be prioritized, redesigned and massively funded so that education 

and the future of a whole generation are not sacrificed.
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Education, a crucial issue 

A solution for the future

Today education represents both a 
crucial issue and a solution. And it’s 
a good idea under this dual aspect 
to rethink education after the crisis. 
It is a stake, first and foremost, which 

is now in jeopardy. At the height of the pan-
demic, 1.6 billion children and young people 
were deprived of school and, even today, the 
most fragile of them still haven’t returned to 
class. After this global crisis, 16 million children 
may never return to school. They will then be 
added to the 258 million young people already 
deprived of elementary education and sec-
ondary school, and 175 million children at 
pre-primary schools around the world. This 
danger risks destroying all progress made in 
recent years in terms of learning, but not only. 

A CONSIDERABLE CHALLENGE
School closures don’t just impact education. 
They also hinder providing essential services to 
children and communities, including access to 
a balanced diet and the ability for parents to go 
to work in peace. This has as a consequence an 
increase in malnutrition and poverty in the world 
and therefore a risk of increased child labour as 
families are increasingly deprived of work. Vul-
nerable populations will be the first victims of 
this situation, especially girls and women. The 

previous health crises unfortunately have 
proven, they are still the most severely impacted, 
with devastating effects on their rights and 
future. The distance to schools often deprives 
them of access to sexual health and reproductive 
services; the importance of economic pressure 
has an impact on families and favours dangerous 
behaviour that may lead to sexual and gen-
der-based violence, informal work and exploita-
tion; or the fact of staying locked up and isolated 
at home exposes them to risks of early marriage 
and pregnancy. The observation is crystal clear: 
the crisis is exacerbating inequalities and dis-
parities that already exist. 

A GUARANTEE FOR THE FUTURE  
But, beyond being a crucial issue, education 
also embodies a solution. It is, in fact, the best 
way to prevent dramatic consequences of 
various crises. Education is a cure. It helps 
children and young people to better under-
stand the society in which they live. It teaches 
non-violence, living together and tolerance. 
It trains the critical mind and prepares enlight-
ened citizens of tomorrow. And finally, it 
strives for a better world, a world of peace. It 
is therefore as good a factor of change and 
progress that must be reflected on and con-
sidered as education. 

(Source : UNESCO)

While developing countries were already experiencing a learning crisis, the COVID-19 
pandemic has triggered a real educational emergency. Maintaining quality education  

for all is more than ever, a considerable challenge for different education systems.  
As an association for development which, for the past 40 years, has ensured access  

to quality education for the most vulnerable and marginalized populations,  
Aide et Action is particularly concerned about this situation.

08 LEMAG #157/December 2020
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16 MILLION
This is the number of children and young people, 
from pre-primary to the secondary cycle, who 
may not return to school in 2020. This figure 
reaches 24 million if we add higher education 
students, among them we count 11.2 million girls 
and young women.

148 BILLION   
DOLLARS PER YEAR 
This is the amount reached by the deficit of 
financing of education in early 2020 in low-in-
come and middle-income countries. This one 
could now increase by a third.

20 YEARS 
This is the duration of the rollback observed for 
the gains made in favour of education of girls.

(Source : UNESCO)

❝

We were already facing a 
learning crisis before the 
pandemic. We are now facing 
a generational disaster which 
could waste incalculable 
human potential, undermine 
decades of progress and 
exacerbate well anchored 
inequalities. 

António Guterres  
Secretary General of the United Nations

❝
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Education, a major issue

Doing better and more

We have seen it: the COVID-19 
pandemic has sent unprece-
dented shockwaves through 
educational systems. But, after 

wavering, education can be strengthened and 
renewed. This is, in any case, Aide et Action’s 
conviction: the crisis must be an opportunity 
to reinvent how knowledge and learning can 
shape the future of humanity and the planet. 
Following the difficulties encountered, but 
also the initiatives developed, we wish to 
encourage communities and local authori-
ties with whom we have been working for 40 
years, to put education back at the heart, at 
the basis of everything. But for education to 
be fully optimized as a fundamental human 
right - on which depend the exercise of all 
other rights - education must first be acces-
sible to each and everyone and of quality. 

MAKE INNOVATIVE INITIATIVES 
EQUAL TOO 
At the height of the crisis, 1.6 billion students 
and pupils in over 190 countries were deprived 
of school, but not all were deprived of educa-
tion. As UNESCO points out: “We have seen 
the birth of innovative initiatives, which allowed 
the pursuit of teaching activities and training - 
on the radio, television or in the form of edu-
cational kits at home. Distance education 
formulas were developed thanks to the rapid 
response intervention from states and partners 
around the world that were fully committed to 
ensuring pedagogical continuity”. However, 

the most fragile have again been penalized. 
Children from ethnic minorities who do not 
understand nor speak the national language 
of instruction, children with disabilities who 
need specific support, or children from disad-
vantaged families living without any internet 
access, couldn’t benefit from these initiatives. 
It is estimated that 40% of the poorest coun-
tries have not been able to help their students 
at risk of dropping out of school during the 
health crisis (UNESCO). That’s why the pri-
ority is to rethink the teaching of tomorrow by 
redefining the right to education to include the 
issue of connectivity. The digital divide is more 
responsible than ever for educational inequal-
ities, themselves reflections of social inequali-
ties. The most disadvantaged households that 
have little access to public facilities like elec-
tricity, IT infrastructure lacking in remote 
areas, and students, parents and teachers that 
don’t really know how to handle digital tools; 
the gap is then inevitably widening. In order 
to remedy this situation, there are different 
solutions. Some of which have been supported 
by Aide et Action, such as the distribution of 
radios for isolated children, the development 
of home-learning programs in ethnic lan-
guages or more home visits from teachers for 
pupils with disabilities.
And, more broadly, some countries have 
developed adapted tools and resources by 
making sure that accessibility functions be 
improved (audio narrations, videos in sign 
language, simplified texts).

By disrupting the world order, the COVID-19 pandemic has also had the advantage 
to reshuffle the cards and highlight the real priorities of our time, including education. 

People around the world have shown solidarity during the emergency  
and saw how enhanced cooperation could help build a better future.  

This is the moment to forge ahead.

 40%
of the poorest 
countries were able to 
help their students at 
risk of dropping out 
during the health crisis 
and experience shows 
that educational and 
gender inequalities are 
generally little taken 
into account in control 
measures against 
epidemics. (UNESCO).

 Good to know   
In half of 21 European 
countries studies, 
primary school pupils 
from socio-economic 
underprivileged 
backgrounds had two 
times less chance of 
having Internet access 
than their classmates 
from more favourable 
backgrounds. 
(UNESCO)

Special Report
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SUPPORTING TEACHERS TOWARDS 
NEW WAYS OF TEACHING
Moreover, the crisis also reminded us of the 
crucial role of teachers. Many were those 
who, in an emergency, had to manage dis-
tance education activities, often without 
being guided or trained and without having 
sufficient resources. Teachers in marginal-
ized areas were, again, particularly disadvan-
taged. In sub-Saharan Africa, for example, 
only 64% of teachers of primary school and 
50% of teachers of high school students 
received training, even minimal, which often 
did not include digital instruction. To face 
the next crises, it therefore appears obvious 
that teacher training must be redesigned in 
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 Good to know   
According to the 
UNESCO, teachers 
in charge of face-
to-face classes 
for children of 
essential workers and 
vulnerable children 
saw their physical 
health endangered. 
From the fear of 
being exposed to the 
virus was added that 
of losing one’s salary 
and other benefits.

order to prepare them for these new forms 
of alternative education. Aide et Action has 
always defended the status of teachers and 
advocates for its upgrading. Urgent measures 
and essential means are imperative to help 
in their mission and give them, finally, the 
means to become the pillars of a system for 
inclusive and quality education. The teacher 
is at the heart of the process in educational 
success. 
More than ever, in a period of global crisis, 
in health, economics and social affairs, both 
the educational and social role of the teacher 
deserves to be supported and put in the spot-
light because it gives hope to generations of 
young people. 

Disasters and emergency situations do 
not only reveal the world as it is. They 
also tear apart the fabric of normality. 
Through the gaping hole, we can see 
possibilities of other worlds.

Peter C. Baker, 
Author, The Guardian

❝

❝
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In order to prevent a whole generation of learners from being sacrificed,  
we must respond quickly and in a coordinated manner to the new challenges raised  
by the crisis. For this, the World Coalition for Education, created on the initiative  

of the UNESCO and composed of United Nations bodies,  international organizations, 
entities of the private sector and representatives of civil society, defined general 

recommendations to “save education”.

Education, a major issue

Tomorrow’s education
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1. STOP TRANSMISSION OF THE VIRUS   
AND CAREFULLY PREPARE FOR THE REOPENING OF SCHOOLS 

To speed up the reopening of schools 
and educational establishments, the 
first thing to do for countries is to 
stop virus transmission and control 
the epidemic at both the national and 

local level. Once they get there, face 
up to the complex problems posed 
by reopening, they must fix the fol-
lowing objectives: ensure safety for all 
; prepare an inclusive  reopening; col-

lect everyone’s opinion of the people 
concerned; ensure the coordination 
of the main stakeholders, including 
health professionals.

Special Report
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  Educational 
responses to 
COVID-19

The Education Coalition, 
of which Aide et Action 
is a member, launched 
the project “Educational 
responses to COVID-19 
based on inclusion and 
gender equality in the 
countries of the South” 
led with the support of 
the Ministry of European 
and Foreign Affairs. This 
work aims to identify, 
disseminate and promote 
initiatives for effective 
organisations of civil 
society in education 
implemented in the 
context of COVID-19 and 
in southern countries. A 
report summary of this 
work will be released in 
March 2021.

2. PROTECT FINANCING OF EDUCATION   
AND COORDINATE FOR THE PURPOSE OF EFFICIENCY 

The pandemic has plunged the world into 
one of the worst recessions in its history, 
including effects which will be felt for a 
long time both in the economy and public 
finances. To protect education funding, 
national authorities and the international 
community must: improve mobilization of 

national resources, preserve as a priority the 
share of budgets allocated to education and 
address inefficiencies in the allocation of 
resources; strengthen international coor-
dination in the face of debt; and protect 
official development assistance (APD) for 
education. 

3. BUILD RESILIENT EDUCATION SYSTEMS   
TO SERVE EQUITABLE AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

By strengthening the resilience of their 
educational systems, countries can solve 
the difficulties of reopening in safe schools 
and will be better even at facing up to next 
crises. They can in this regard consider the 
following measures: promoting equity and 

inclusion; strengthen risk management 
capacities at all levels of the system; ensure 
strong leadership and coordination; improve 
consultation mechanisms and communica-
tion.

4. REINVENTING EDUCATION AND ACCELERATING CHANGE   
AT WORK IN TEACHING AND LEARNING 

The considerable efforts made in very little 
time in the face of the shock suffered by the 
education systems shows us that changes 
are possible. We must seize this opportu-
nity to find new ways to address the edu-
cational crisis and be interested in solutions 
which, just yesterday, were deemed difficult 
or impossible to be implemented. In this 
perspective, it is first and foremost about 
setting the following goals: bring students 
up to standard and prevent dropping out 

of school, in particular among marginalized 
groups; develop skills conducive to profes-
sional integration; support teachers and 
better prepare them for their profession; 
redefine the right to education to include 
the issue of connectivity; remove obstacles 
to connectivity; strengthen data and moni-
toring of learning; strengthen the similarities 
and fluidity between the different levels and 
types of education and training.

IN CONCLUSION, TOMORROW’S EDUCATION WILL EVOLVE OR NOT.
Education is a global common good which 
contributes to the proper implementation of 17 
Sustainable Development Goals and that are 
the foundation of peaceful, fair societies, which 
are equal and inclusive. In this sense, it is a top 
priority and should be considered as such. Because 
without education, the future of the whole of our 
societies is being questioned. Unfortunately, the 
COVID-19 crisis has deeply impacted this area 

and jeopardized all advances made in these last 
years. To limit these disastrous consequences and 
prevent the situation from further erosion, we 
must act effectively and sustainably. Our common 
challenge: to ensure that the shock wave caused 
by the pandemic turns into a positive dynamic 
that allows for the emergence of a more inclusive, 
qualitative, cooperative and resilient system.  
In one word: tomorrow’s education. 
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In Seine Saint-Denis (93), Aide et Action supports the 
Aset 93/Askola association which facilitates access for 
children living in precarious housing to quality education 
and this thanks to a bridge between mediation and a sup-
port system for families and schools. School mediation 

Last October, Aide et Action launched its initiative to 
school shops in the Atlantic department, in Benin. This 
consists of making supplies to schools for more than 
37,000 students in need, in 80 primary schools. The goal 
is to relieve the families of school fees that can sometimes 

is to take into account all stakeholders, and analyze the  
various factors leading to school rupture. Mediators sup-
port families and the educational institution to ensure  
effective schooling and success for children.

be the cause of dropping out of school. These shops are 
managed by school community structures and a minimum 
kit is offered at a price ranging from 29% to 36% of the 
actual cost on the market.

 Good to know  Today, in France, more than 100,000 children are not in school. We must allow them to enrol in school 
and uphold the right to education! (Source: School for All Collective)

 Good to know  In Benin, despite stable and robust economic growth over the past 20 years, poverty remains wide-
spread and is explained by a low level of per capita growth rate (Source: World Bank).

Promote the education of children that live in precarious  
circumstances

Relieve families from school fees
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FRANCE  

BÉNIN 

Worldwide
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In Chennai, Aide et Action supports the youngest girls 
that are discriminated against: with disabilities, from Mus-
lim communities, daughters of sex workers ... They are 
welcomed to our after school centres, where two teach-
ers offer personalised support to each student, in particu-

In the region of Analamanga, faced with the low rate of 
nursery education, Aide et Action has set up an integrat-
ed early childhood development project. Our association 
strengthens the Preschool Activity Centres (PAC) and 
the development of community initiatives; proposes to 

lar with the aim of making them do their homework and 
give them lessons. The educational activity centre also 
organizes a medical follow-up of the girls and facilitates 
regular visits from health professionals.

experiment with diversification of the offer; supports the 
creation of nursery spaces and stimulation of the deve-
lopment of children aged 0 to 4 years; and mobilizes and 
raises awareness of education issues from early childhood.

 Good to know  Despite an improvement in recent years, the public provision of preschool education is almost absent 
in rural areas and parents’ involvement in preschool nursery activities is insufficient.

 Good to know  The parents of these young girls do not have stable jobs. They get state aid, barely € 2.70 per day and 
per adult, which does not allow them to live with dignity.

Relieve families from school fees

Accompany underprivileged and discriminated girls
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Favour the development of nursery education

INDIA

MADAGASCAR 
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Sustainable Development Objectives  

Building a fairer and more  
sustainable world: a pipe dream? 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by  
193 heads of state to build an “other” world by 2030, celebrated 
their 5th birthday in 2020. No cause for celebration:  
the COVID-19 crisis has exacerbated the vulnerabilities  
and pre-existing inequalities to such an extent that the world risks 
today to regress in an unprecedented way.

17 objectives – among 
which eradication of 
poverty, hunger, 
disease, gender 

inequalities or schooling for each 
and everyone- were adopted 
just 5 years ago at the United 
Nations, in New York, by more 
than 193 heads of state. The 
goal: building a fairer and more 
sustainable world by 2030 for 
each and everyone. Yet the 
anniversary, celebrated on 25 
September 2020 didn’t give 
reason to celebrate with great 
fanfare.

5 YEARS ALREADY  
AND LITTLE PROGRESS
Already in 2019 the verdict 
was unanimous. Progress was 
accomplished in a few key areas: 
mortality of children under 
5 years old had been halved 
since 2000, vaccination had 
an 80% reduction in deaths 
related to measles and a large 
majority of the population 
now had access to electricity. 
But these advances were at a 
pace much too slow to reach 
all of the SDGs and “To stop 

Antonio Gutteres, Secretary 
General of the United Nations, 
declared 2020 a year of emergency 
and called for a decade of action. 
His goal being to make people 
understand the urgency of the 
situation and to obtain a general 
mobilization, as well as respect 

human suffering and create 
opportunities for all” by 2030. 
Despite efforts made, hunger 
was still increasing in the world, 
more than half of the population 
was still deprived of essential 
health services, and it was 
already estimated that more 
half a billion people would still 
be in extreme poverty extreme 
in 2030. The achievement 
of SDGs for 2030 therefore 
seemed already largely 
compromised.

2020: THE FALSE START OF 
A DECADE OF ACTION 
It is not by chance that at the 
beginning of 2020, ten years 
exactly before the planned 
completion of the SDGs, 

Opinions
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By Vanessa Martin, Head of Advocacy for Aide et Action.

 270 million
This is the number of people who will 
suffer from critical hunger by the end of 
2020, an increase of 82% since 2019. 
Between 6 and 12,000 people could die 
in this way of hunger every day due to the 
economic impact and social aspects of the 
pandemic. (Source: UN)
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NEXT >

 386 million  
This is the number of children 
in the world who lived with 
less than $ 1.9 per day at the 
start of 2020. The economic 
consequences and social 
impacts of COVID-19 will 
significantly worsen the 
situation as alert the World 
Bank and UNICEF. Although 
children make up about a third 
of the world population, they 
represent half of people living in 
extreme poverty.

and rapid implementation, by 
all States and all citizens, of 
the Sustainable Development 
program by 2030. But in 
launching this Decade of 
Action, Antonio Gutteres 
could not have anticipated the 
multi-faceted extremely serious 
impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

THE IMPACT OF COVID-19
In just a few months, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
indeed undermined heaps of 

progress achieved. Health 
or education services are 
perfect examples. While the 
deaths of children under 5 
years had reached a historic 
low of 5.2 million in 2019 
(compared to 12.5 million in 
1990), disturbances in child 
health services and maternal 
care provoked by COVID-
19 threaten today millions of 
additional lives1. Regarding 
education, while the number 
of out-of-school children 

1 - New mortality estimates published by UNICEF, the 
World Health Organization (WHO), the Population 
Division of the Department of Economics and Social 
Security and the World Bank
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stagnated for the first time at 
258 million, experts expect 
today that 24 million additional 
learners, including 11 million 
girls, will never take the road 
again to school following 
lockdown and due to the rise in 
poverty. 

ACHIEVING THE SDGS: 
POLITICAL WILL AND 
MAJOR INVESTMENTS
In many sectors, the crisis led to 
an unprecedented reverse gear. 
The gains so difficult to obtain 
during the last two decades are 
about to disappear. Difficult to 
remain optimistic and yet, it 
is worthwhile to note that the 
COVID-19 pandemic may well 
have had the warning effect 
that was so anticipated. Faced 
with the crisis, in emergency, 
in distress, many heads of state 
understood more than ever the 
urgent need to build a fairer and 
above all more resilient world in 
the face of crises, which risk to 
multiply. It remains to hope that 
heads of state will not forget 
too quickly and will work in a 
concerted effort to guarantee 
that each and everyone will 
have access to the services of 
essential basics. This time it is no 
longer a question of stumbling on 
development aid, donor countries 
will finally keep their promises 
to allocate 0.7% of GDP to 
development aid and will no 
longer favour certain sectors to 
the detriment of others. France 
leading the way. 

NEXT >

Opinions

Another year  
without guarantee  
for children’s rights!
An Observatory, produced by the collective “From Convention  
to Action! “ and published last November 20, reviews progress,  
recent stagnations and setbacks in the rights of the child both  
in France and internationally.

With the publication of a national 
strategy policy on prevention 
and child protection or even the 
publication of a simplifying decree 
regarding school registration for 
children living in precarious living 
conditions, good news for the rights 
of the child are rather meagre in 
France this year. Internationally, 
the situation has significantly 
degraded mainly due to the COVID 
19 pandemic, with an increase in 
the number of poor children, a 
multiplication in the number of 
deaths of elderly children younger 
than 5 years, and an increase in the 
number of out-of-school children.... 
Thus insists the booklet “One more 
year without guarantee for the rights 
of the Child “.

This Observatory, which looks 
back on advances, stagnations 
and setbacks regarding recent 

rights of the child in France and 
internationally, was published on  
20 November 2020, the anniversary 
date of adoption of the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child by the 
United Nations, by the Dynamics 
of “From Convention to Action!”, 
A group of almost40 associations 
specializing in the defence of the 
rights of the child in France and 
internationally, among which Aide  
et Action. On 20 November 2019, 
the Dynamics “From Convention  
to Action!” had already published  
12 strong political acts, available  
in 69 concrete proposals, which 
it then had awarded to many 
personalities in politics for  
the effective implementation  
of the rights of the Child. 

For more information:  
https://www.delaconventionauxactes.org/

From convention to action!
30 years : convention on the Rights of the Child
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JOIN THE MOVEMENT  

Take action for education 
for women now!

“Education for Women Now” is a global movement of philanthropists,  
foundations and businesses that work to ensure access for girls  

and women to quality education and remove barriers related to gender inequalities.

Our “Education For Women 
Now” * campaign is about 
to start! Ms. Denise Epoté, 
director of TV5 Monde 

Afrique and President of the campaign, 
and Mrs. Aïcha Bah Diallo, ex-minis-
ter of education from Guinea and 
international president of Aide et 
Action, will proceed , at the start of 
2021, to its official launch. In the form 
of a 100% digital and live event, this 
will be designed as a real show in a 
90-minute television program, with 
round table discussions and quality 
guests, as well as field reports and 
interviews with opinion leaders 
supporting the campaign.
This high level fundraising campaign 
will allow Aide et Action to provide 
access to quality education for more 
than 3 million girls and women in 
Africa, Asia and in Europe, by 2025, 
through 10 major programs. This is an 
issue for sustainable development, 
more than ever before! With COVID-
19, more than 11 million girls might 
never return to school. They would 
then join the 130 million who were not 
already in school before the crisis 
(Source: UNESCO). While today 
numerous studies show that women 
contribute more than men to the 
development of our societies, twice as 
many girls as boys still do not have 
access to primary school in developing 
countries. Access to quality education 
is an objective of the sustainable 
development goals to be achieved by 
2030. We cannot leave millions of 
girls and of women who are already 

deprived of education behind.

MOVING THE BOUNDARIES
Today, out of 773 million illiterate 
adults in the world, 63% are women 
(Source: Institute of Statistics 
UNESCO). We can no longer leave 
behind more than half of humanity! 
“Education For Women Now” will 
move the boundaries by creating a 
strong dynamic and financed by major 
philanthropists, foundations and large 
companies. So we will give girls and 
women the power to learn, to act for 
their rights, and dignity and, finally, 
nothing more to wait, to be the key 
players of a sustainable world at 
peace. 

To find out more, please visit our 
campaign website: www.efwn.org 

 NUMBERS SPEAK
An additional year of primary 
school for girls can increase their 
adult salary by 10 to 20%, and an 
additional year in secondary educa-
tion increases wages from 15 to 
25% (UNICEF).
If all girls finished secondary educa-
tion in low and middle income 
countries lower, child mortality 
under five could be reduced by 
50% (UNESCO).

Nelson Mandela spoke of it as one  
of the most powerful weapon. 
Education is a weapon of mass 
construction. Let’s put it in the hands 
of girls and women because it is they 
that will change the world.

Denise Epoté,  
Director of TV5 Monde Afrique  
and president of the campaign  
“Education For Women Now”.

❝

❝
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PAPA MEISSA HANNE

Director of the Célestin-Freinet school, in Dagana, Senegal,  
with which Aide et Action has been working for a long time,  
Papa Meissa Hanne is also president of the Senegalese Association  
of the Modern School. As an education professional, he wonders about 
the changes that are taking place within our society and explains  
to us how education is a privileged means to adapt and make progress.

Teacher, defender  
of educational cooperation

As a school principal, what is your take 
on education? 
Education should be a priority for 
all communities; it is essential and 
imperative for every human being. 
All children have the right to qual-
ity education, that is, the one that 
promotes their development, acqui-
sition of knowledge and skills that 
allow them to fit in and to contrib-
ute to the development of environ-
ment from which they come. Africa, 
and Senegal in particular, have been 
looking for some years to reach uni-
versal tuition. The way to go is still 
long and difficult because a mass 
approach policy requires classrooms 
and schools and sufficient numbers 
of quality equipment, a school pro-
gram adapted to the needs of the 
beneficiaries and especially the mod-
ernization of the pedagogy on which 
the Senegalese Association for the 
Modern School (ASEM) has been 
working for more than three dec-
ades. All this is not possible than in 
a cooperative approach and with 
solidarity. 

What are the main challenges in 
educational programs according to 
you? 
The world is changing very fast and 
everything must follow, especially 
education. It is through education 

that behaviours may change effec-
tively and in a sustainable way. We 
live in contradictions and value cri-
ses. The culture of peace with-
out respect for the other is a waste 
of time and of means. In an organ-
ised community, where citizens live 
united and responsible diversity cul-
ture is a wealth and not a source of 
divergence. School must change. 
Cooperative education is among the 
best solutions what we need right 
now to overcome our plagues: It is 
through a cooperative resilience that 
we will be able to cope with all these 
disturbances whether they are envi-
ronmental, social and economic.

What is the impact of the COVID-19 
crisis in your school in particular? 
The cooperative organization of our 
classes and schools strongly contrib-
uted to children’s participation to the 
development of their local commu-
nities. Children live their citizenship 
everyday: they are active, and adopt 
responsible behaviours. The involve-
ment of all in decision-making and 
their execution allowed a good mas-
tery of the situation and it is not pos-
sible that by what we act together as 
responsible key players collectively. 

What is your take on the work of 
Aide et Action? 
Educational projects developed 
between our school and Aide et 
Action are all topical and as well inte-
grated into our education system. 
This association has always advo-
cated quality education for all. It has 
enabled thousands of young people 
today to feel full citizens of the world 
thanks to the opportunities available 
to them, including going to school. 
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Witness Report

IT’S THROUGH EDUCATION 
THAT WE CAN CHANGE 
BEHAVIOURS EFFECTIVELY 
AND IN A SUSTAINABLE 
WAY.

❝

❝
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Guaranteeing them access  
to quality education means  

giving them the opportunity  
to believe in the future.

To prevent an entire generation from being sacrificed,  
taking action to defend education is more urgent than ever!

THANK YOU ! 

The COVID-19 pandemic  
has caused the greatest disruption  
to education systems in history. 

THANKS TO YOU, 
IN 2020, WE HAVE SUPPORTED MORE AND MORE 
VULNERABLE AND MARGINALIZED CHILDREN 
ON THE PATH TO DEVELOPMENT. 


