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11 March 2022, at a primary school in Kep province, Cambodia.  
After many months of closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic,  

pupils are back in school. The Cambodian Consortium for  
Out-of-School Children, which Aide et Action has conducted  
since 2014, is working to ensure that schools are a safe space  

with adequate infrastructure. The Consortium is investing  
in hand washing facilities and water filters, but also in renovation  

of classrooms and new teaching materials. 

“Education is the most e�ective tool 
for preventing and adapting to the 
consequences of climate change.”

Editorial

Charles-Emmanuel Ballanger 
CEO of Aide et Action

The increasingly frequent climatic crises can have terrible impacts 
on vulnerable and marginalized populations: forced to move, loss 
of livelihoods, exacerbation of inequalities... And children are 
among the first victims: their right to education may be seriously 
at jeopardy and there is a great risk of seeing future generations 
deprived of receiving the education to which they are entitled.
Faced with these very real threats, we cannot remain inactive. In 
the countries where we operate, we are developing emergency 
programs to support communities that are directly exposed to cli-

mate change. In the long term, we are convinced that investing in quality education for 
all will make it possible to reduce the global climate crisis: in fact, it alone makes it pos-
sible today to adapt to its consequences, to bring about new behaviours that will lead 
to building a fair and sustainable world. Through the special report of this new issue of 
the Magazine, I invite you to discover how we are currently adapting to climate change 
as one of the priorities of our action.
In addition, as previously announced, as of 4 July, the “Aide et Action” brand is 
changing to “Action Education”! Our new name is part of the association’s transfor-
mation process. It will allow us to assert our fight for education more clearly. There is 
no doubt that our new visual identity will give us new impetus. From now on, it will be 
included in each and every issue of this Magazine.
I wish you all happy reading!
With solidarity,
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INDIA

SUPPORTING GIRLS THAT ARE AFFECTED  
BY HIV/AIDS THROUGH EDUCATION

In Salem, the Enlight project, 
run by Aide et Action since 
2015, supports 220 girls 
living with HIV/AIDS. Enlight 
strengthens their self-
confidence and prevents them 
from dropping out of school. 
And success is there: many of 
them are now pursuing higher 
education!

becomes

CHANGING THE BRAND  

FROM “AIDE ET ACTION”  
TO “ACTION EDUCATION”

Due to the extension of administrative procedures that were 
linked to the COVID-19 pandemic, our name change, initially 
planned for 2021, was delayed for some time. But this time,  
it’s done! Pending the final validation of the name change,  
from 4 July Aide et Action will communicate under its new brand 
“Action Education”!

I
n 2021, Aide et Action celebrated 40 
years of action in favour of access to quality 
education for all, all over the world. On 
this occasion, the association decided to 

change its identity through a new name, a new 
logo, and new visual design.

Without ignoring what we have been and 
what we have done for so many years, this 
transformation marks a “renaissance”, more 
in line with our new 10-year strategic orienta-
tions (2020 - 2030) and the very particular 
attention to vulnerable and marginalized pop-
ulations - and in particular children, girls and 
women - so that everyone can take control of 
his/her own development and contribute to a 
more peaceful and sustainable world.

WHY THIS CHANGE OF NAME?
To a�rm with greater clarity and stature 
our fight for education and our new posi-
tioning, that is to say: “It all starts with edu-
cation”. Our new name, which is unique and 
easily identifiable, is part of the ongoing pro-
cess of transformation of the association. 
This international name is understandable to 

T
amil Nadu is one of six states in 
India with a high rate of HIV/AIDS. 
Children with HIV are often victims 
of discrimination and stigmatization. 

Illness and frequent trips to dedicated care 
centres often result in loss of motivation, 
absence from class and, unfortunately, often 
dropping out of school.

The Enlight project, initiated by Aide et 
Action in the city of Salem in 2015, guaran-
tees access and quality education to young 
girls with HIV/AIDS. The project supports 
220 children and their families.

Our support centre allows young girls to 
develop their skills in reading, writing and basic 
arithmetics. This centre helps to develop their 
skills, with a perspective to obtaining a better 
life, through education. Psychosocial support 
and facilitation of contacts with government 
social services complete the system.

Economic insecurity prevents many families 
from having su�cient food, which is neces-
sary for their health and that of their children. 

In response, Aide et Action is promoting the 
development of vegetable gardens, around 
homes, to supplement daily nutritional needs 
while limiting expenses.

Over time - and thanks to their e�orts - the 
skills of young girls have steadily increased. 
They now actively participate in educational 
and extracurricular activities at school. Over 
the past few years, 59 girls have graduated 
from high school and gone on to higher edu-
cation. Thanks to our advocacy e�orts, the 
district administration provided them with 
free education in the subjects of their choice.

The COVID-19 pandemic has hit families 
hard since they lost their jobs and therefore 
their livelihoods. At the height of the crisis, 
Aide et Action provided them with ration kits 
and pleaded with the government to provide 
antiretroviral treatment against HIV/AIDS 
without delay. In terms of education, Enlight 
ensured that the children regularly attended 
online lessons and provided them with psy-
chological support to ensure their well-being 
and focus on ongoing learning. 
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both English-speaking and French-speaking 
audiences.

WHY “ACTION EDUCATION”?
In order to underline our know-how, our 
guidance and our commitments, be it in the 
past and the future, and in favour of access 
to quality education for all in the world, we 
wanted to create a new version of our brand. 
It is thus quite natural that we have kept the 
word “Action”, which illustrates the meaning 
of our interventions in the field and reinstates 
what has been at the heart of our fight for 
more than 40 years: access to quality educa-
tion for each and everyone.

THE CHOICE OF LOGO
The logotype is reminiscent of the writing 
of a child or an adult on a school blackboard. 
The E of “Education” is highlighted to reaf-
firm and reinforce our fight. If you turn it 
upside down, it is also, more discreetly, the A 
of “Action”. An action which is also inscribed 
in this moving emblem. Finally, we find the 
hat which rounds o� the emblem to give it an 
international dimension (planet) and which 
aims to protect education. The warm orange 
colour illustrates the positive dimension of our 
fight. It is also the symbol of action, energy, 
and benevolence. Navy blue counterbalances 
this orange colour and represents serenity, 
intelligence, and confidence. 

 Good to know   
On the occasion of 
its change of name 
and identity, Aide 
et Action is also 
changing its website. 
Being international, 
bilingual, unique and 
clearer, it will bring 
together all the 
information related 
to the association 
and our various areas 
of intervention. Find 
us from 4 July at the 
following website: 
www.action-
education.org

 Good to know   
Enlight is the result 
of a collaboration 
between Aide 
et Action and 
Capgemini. Enlight 
aims to o�er a 
better future to 
2,000 young girls 
living in di�cult 
conditions with the 
help education. 
Operating in nine 
Indian cities, Enlight 
engages with a 
specific group of 
girls in each city. 

News
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BURKINA FASO 

ALLOWING YOUNG GIRLS   
TO FIND THEIR WAY BACK  

TO SCHOOL

N
athalie Kontogma is 13 years old. 
Her parents refused to re-enrol her 
because she is a girl. She is left with 
not other choice but to stop school. 

She then fled her village for the nearest town 
where she was employed as a housekeeper, 
then as a waitress in a bar. Back in her village, 
she learnt that a centre of the SCOLFILLE 
project had just opened to give girls the 
chance to continue their education.

“I came to register. I learn very well. I can read 
and calculate. I am very happy because I will 
be able to obtain my Certificate of Primary 
Studies and go to college. I will work a lot to 
succeed in order to become an independent 
woman,” testifies Nathalie.

Like her, many Burkinabe girls do not go to 
school or drop out early. The reasons are 
numerous: low consideration for the impor-
tance of girls’ education, precariousness of 
parents, early marriages, low level of self-es-
teem among girls, imposed household chores, 
etc.

The SCOLFILLE project by Aide et Action 
focuses on two provinces - Ziro and Sissili - 
and more particularly on 6 municipalities in 
the Centre-West region. It is based on the 
establishment of bridging classes, backed by 
public primary schools. After a year of accel-
erated learning, participants return to the 
“classic” education system to continue their 
studies.

The project provides facilitators, school fur-
niture, didactic and pedagogical manuals, as 
well as school supplies. Tuition fees are cov-
ered and support for student catering is also 
provided.

BEING BORN A GIRL SHOULD NOT BE 
AN OBSTACLE
Information and awareness meetings are held 
in the six municipalities concerned by the 
project. Awareness-raising radio spots are 
broadcast in the three most spoken languages 
of the area of intervention (Mooré, Nuni and 
French).

Since the start of the project we have observed 
a better involvement of community leaders. 
Gradually, thanks to the increasingly active 
participation of communities in social mobili-
zation sessions, the socio-cultural perception 
of girls’ education is improving. In Métio, one 
of the villages in the province of Sissili, the 
president of the village development com-
mittee testifies: “The SCOLFILLE project 
has already produced a concrete result: girls 
have returned to school with the hope of con-
tinuing their studies.” 

In Burkina Faso, socio-cultural barriers hinder girls’ 
access to education. Thanks to the “Schooling for Girls” 
project (SCOLFILLE), Aide et Action and the L’Occitane 
Foundation have enabled 1,872 girls, aged 9 to 13 years old, 
to go back to school
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 Good to know  
The SCOLFILLE 

project is one of the 
projects integrated 

into our international 
mobilization movement 
Education For Women 

Now, whose goal is to 
enable 3 million girls 

and women, among the 
most vulnerable and 

marginalized, to finally 
have access, to quality 

education in Africa, Asia 
and Europe by 2025.

EDUCATION!

IN THE FACE OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE:

The planet is ill and there are only 
three years left to avoid the worst. 

According to the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 

the world is heading for global 
warming of +3.2°C by the end of 

the century. The e�ects of this 
change are already being felt: 

reduction in the availability of water 
and food, impact on health, 

disappearance of flora and fauna, 
and not to mention the numerous 

climatic disasters which  
are constantly increasing, both in 
frequency and in intensity. Faced 

with this unprecedented upheaval, 
children are on the front line.  

Their education is su�ering.  
And their future is threatened.

7www.aide-et-action.org
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C
yclones, earthquakes, or heavy 
rainfall directly a�ect infrastruc-
ture, cut roads and destroy 
schools, and thus disrupt the edu-
cation of the youngest. Beyond 

the material consequences, climate disasters 
a�ect both well-being and development of 
children. Because how do you study when 
you’re hungry, when your home is flooded or 
when temperatures exceed 50 degrees?
The climatic disaster disrupts the school cycle 
overnight, sometimes for the long term. 
A�ected children are, in fact, more likely to 
never return to school. Especially since the 
regions of the world that are most exposed to 
the consequences of climate change (sub-Sa-
haran Africa, South Asia, and South-East Asia) 
are those that already experience the highest 
rates of non-school attendance. Entire gen-
erations of children will therefore be prevented 
from pursuing quality education due to climate 
change. They will therefore not be able to 
become independent citizens, that are able to 
hold a job and they will continue to su�er from 
climatic disasters without the possibility to 
adapt. Beyond allowing basic learning such as 
reading or writing, education also o�ers a 
framework that enables the most traumatized 
populations to rebuild and bounce back after 
the crisis. Therefore, in the face of climate 
change that a�ects the most vulnerable ones 
and deprives them of quality education, Aide 
et Action advocates for education to be inte-
grated into funding, policies and agreements 
relating to the climate. And this to ensure 

strong and climate-resilient education systems 
that will allow children a�ected by disasters to 
continue learning.

AS A DIRECT EMERGENCY:  
SUPPORT FOR THE ROAD TO 
RECONSTRUCTION
When the populations we support are a�ected 
by crises, our association sets up programs to 
provide assistance and accelerate the return 
to school. At the beginning of 2022, this was 
the case in Madagascar where cyclones and 
storms (Ana from 22 to 25 January, Batsirai 
from 5 to 7 February, Dumalo on 15 February 
and Emnati from 22 to 23 February) caused 
hundreds of deaths and hundreds of thousands 
of victims. “Flood waters swept everything 
away: furniture, dishes, everything except 
administrative papers that we had hung on the 
walls. The state put our names on the list of 
victims, but when we arrived at the accom-
modation sites, they did not welcome us. We 
were told that we would get help when there 
was any, even though the water in the house 
was already hip-high!”, says Elinha, one of the 
girls supported by Aide et Action in 
Antananarivo (the capital of Madagascar) as 
part of the “SANDRATRA” project. This 
project, carried out among 170 young single 
mothers who are isolated - rejected by their 
families and society because of their early 
pregnancy - aims to give them access to 
socio-professional training. These young girls 
were violently impacted by tropical depression 
Ana. In such a situation of distress, they risk 

sinking into prostitution or delinquency. Aide 
et Action decided to launch an emergency 
fund to help provide security for these young, 
a�ected mothers and their children. From 24 
to 28 March, our teams distributed household 
kits (kitchen utensils, stoves, mattresses, blan-
kets), hygiene provisions and basic necessities. 
The homes of the 170 young mothers will be 
rebuilt in the coming months. Our teams are 
now working on the reopening of training cen-
tres to enable them to recover and escape 
from extreme poverty.

SOUTH-EAST ASIA: THE MOST 
VULNERABLE REGION TO CLIMATE 
CHANGE
In Cambodia, following the 2020 floods, which 
affected more than 175,872 families and 
destroyed 686 schools, Aide et Action sup-
ported 2,000 families through the distribution 
of emergency kits (medicines, mosquito nets, 
food, hygiene products, blankets, books, pen-
cils and toys). Our teams have rebuilt the 
schools to accommodate children. Because 
leaving them at home in times of flooding is a 
source of concern for parents who fear possible 
drowning and accidents and increased expo-
sure to diseases (diarrhea, cholera, chikun-
gunya). 

In the face of climate disasters, entire generations of children will be prevented  
from attending school. Aide et Action makes every necessary e�ort, both in its advocacy 

and in the field, to guarantee the resumption of lessons after a crisis.
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ON AVERAGE EVERY 
DAY AND THIS FOR 
THE PAST 50 YEARS, 
a climatic disaster has occurred 
resulting in the death of 115 people  
and causing damage to the equivalent 
of $202 million.

(World Meteorological Organization Atlas,  
2021)

Special Report

In the face of climate change: education!

Education as  
a source of resilience
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In the face of climate change: education!

Education is a force  
in adaptation and prevention

“L
iving o� fishing has become 
extremely challenging over the 
past three years. Before I could 
earn up to 25 dollars a day, now 

if I earn 10 to 12 dollars, it’s a good day. 
There are days when I earn nothing. I would 
love to change jobs, but without money, 
it’s impossible. I didn’t go to school, and I 
wanted my children to go. But our finan-
cial situation is dramatic. After class, my 
son collects empty cans to sell in order 
earn a small amount for school, but it is no 
longer enough. A lot of children are doing 
this, so there is little to find and resell,” says 

Kin Bun, 37, a fisherman in the village of 
Koh Kchorng, Cambodia. Climate change 
is already having impacts on food produc-
tion, water supply or human health. Faced 
with these threats, there is only one solu-
tion: adaptation. However, knowing how 
to adapt is more easily accessible to edu-
cated populations, having the intellec-
tual resources that are necessary to find 
lasting solutions. Educated citizens have a 
better understanding of climate change; 
they are environmentally conscious and are 
endowed with capacities for resilience and 
adaptation.

FACING DISEASES
Climate change is likely to cause the appear-
ance of a hundred new diseases, a 45% to 
60% increase in malaria and up to 10% in 
diarrheal diseases in Africa (World Health 
Organization, 2021). Children will be the 
first victims. In Cambodia’s coastal commu-
nities, many schools still depend on rainwater 
harvesting as drinking water. Pupils still often 
relieve themselves on school grounds, which 
promotes unsanitary conditions and the 
appearance of illnesses. “Without drinking 
water, people in my community, and espe-
cially children, are often sick,” laments Mean 
Kim, in Kep province. “My family uses boiled 
rainwater for water. Otherwise, my daughter 
draws water from a nearby pond.” As part of 
its projects, Aide et Action develops strat-
egies to guarantee children and commu-
nities access to drinking water and sanita-
tion. The CO-SAVED project, carried out 
in Cambodia, will provide water supply to 12 
villages within 4 years; the construction of 
94 school latrines; the installation of 3 hand 
washing facilities; as well as raising awareness 
of hygiene and sanitation in 47 municipalities.

FACING A DECREASE  
IN AGRICULTURAL YIELDS
Climate change has a direct impact on agri-
cultural yields, which deprives people of their 
means of subsistence. Families are forced to 
adopt survival strategies, including cutting 
non-vital expenses like education and health. 
To support them, Aide et Action improves the 
access of these populations to professional, 
commercial and entrepreneurial training. 
Over the next four years, our CO-SAVED 
project in Cambodia will support 36,910 
fishermen through ecotourism and agribusi-
ness training. In Laos, we support 860 young 
women from ethnic minorities to help them 
design businesses focused on community ser-
vices. In Vietnam, we support young people 
from ethnic minorities so that they can work 
in fields such as agriculture, tourism and tech-
nological applications.

FACING THE RISKS  
OF MALNUTRITION
Falling agricultural yields also increase the 
risk of malnutrition. Studies show that cli-
mate change could thus increase the number 
of stunted children by 62% in 2050. (“For 

a climate against hunger”, Action Contre la 
Faim, 2018). In Laos, where almost a third of 
children are stunted, we are building school 
kitchens and providing meals in 18 rural 
schools in Vientiane province. We train par-
ents and community members in nutrition, 
vegetable garden management, cultivation 
and sowing, cooking and then o�er them jobs 
as cooks in schools, so that they play a key 
role in promoting the health and well-being 
of children.

FACING FORCED MIGRATION
216 million people could be forced to migrate 
each year due to the e�ects of climate change 
(World Bank, 2021). In India, sea erosion, 
particularly severe on the coast of Andhra 
Pradesh, is destroying houses, even entire 
villages, limits tourism, and annihilates the 
means of livelihood. Finally, cyclones are par-
ticularly numerous and violent in the coastal 
region. Faced with extreme heat and a lack 
of resources, people are forced to migrate 
to large urban centres to find work. These 
migrations are complex, dangerous and cause 
children to drop out of school. This is why, 
for more than 15 years, Aide et Action has 
been supporting migrant populations in order 
to supervise their movements and facilitate 
childcare in suitable reception centres in 
order to maintain their access to care and 
guarantee a suitable diet. 

Faced with the consequences of climate change, which a�ect vulnerable populations  
in particular, education is the most e�ective tool for prevention and adaptation, 

provided that it is of high quality and accessible to all.
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Investing in 
adaptation 
to climate 
change works. 
Adaptation 
saves lives. 

Antonio Guteres,  
UN Secretary General

❝

Special Report



several West African countries, are a 
good example of actions directly car-
ried out by children and bringing good 
results in terms of raising awareness of 
environmental protection. Equipped 
within ministries, children «elected» 
by their peers are responsible for 
collecting, from their comrades, the 
problems that they encounter (envi-
ronment, agriculture, health, food, 
etc.), and to identify the means of 
a  collective response. Mobilized in 
this way, children become formidable 
agents of change, that are capable of 
influencing daily practices of their 
families.

To provide all populations with the 
necessary adaptive capacities, it is 
essential that everyone has access to 
lifelong education and training, espe-
cially to resolve the complex issues 
related to sustainable development. 
Thus, education can foster the emer-
gence of a new form of citizenship 
and entrepreneurship that are guided 
by the present and future well-being 
of humanity and the planet. It is this 
vision of education that we defend 
and develop in all of our projects.

FOR A SUSTAINABLE CHANGE 
IN BEHAVIOURS AND 
MENTALITIES
To provide all populations with the 
necessary adaptive capacities, it is 

essential that everyone has access to 
lifelong education and training, espe-
cially to resolve the complex issues 
related to sustainable development. 
Thus, education can foster the emer-
gence of a new form of citizenship 
and entrepreneurship that are guided 
by the present and future well-being 
of humanity and the planet. It is this 
vision of education that we defend 
and develop in all of our projects.

TRAINING IN 
ECO-CITIZENSHIP
In Guinea, loggers, gold panners, 
mining companies, farmers, breeders, 
and fishermen are now seen as the 
main culprits of deforestation. Their 
actions lead to the disappearance of 
natural resources, which increases 
community conflicts. Faced with this 
situation, Aide et Action and its part-
ners are offering eco-citizenship 
training in Upper Guinea. This makes 
it especially possible to raise aware-
ness among administrative authori-
ties, mining companies, hunters, and 
loggers of the degradation of natural 
resources and to carry out concrete 
actions for the protection of the envi-
ronment. A campaign was carried out 
to raise awareness of the evils of gold 
panning, bush fires and excessive 
wood cutting. At the end of the var-

ious awareness-raising phases, the 
hunters undertook to reforest and, in 
turn, organize awareness-raising ses-
sions in the villages. Finally, the 
project enabled the reforestation of 
4.5 hectares in degraded areas and 
former gold panning sites. These plan-
tations will ultimately allow commu-
nities to have access to fruit and forest 
products and therefore to financial 
resources.

SUPPORTING A GREEN 
ECONOMY
Bamboo is a largely overlooked mate-
rial nowadays. Wrongly so, since it 
o�ers an alternative to polluting raw 
materials. Aide et Action has therefore 
decided to promote the exploitation 
of bamboo by supporting craftsmen 
and traders. “I’ve been selling clothes 
for years, but I wasn’t earning enough. 
On the advice of the Aide et Action 
team, I turned to the sale of bamboo 
objects. I followed a training course 
and today I earn more than 50,000 
rupees (about 620 euros) per month. 
I get my supplies from 60 craftsmen, 
which guarantees them a stable income 
throughout the year. I, who was never 
able to go to school, now have enough 
money to have a store and send my 
children to a good school,” rejoices 
Neelam, 34. 

13www.aide-et-action.org

In the face of climate change: education!

The road towards sustainable 
development

A
s part of its projects, Aide 
et Action promotes the 
development of schools/
resource centres for the 

environment. These establishments 
are built in areas that are not subject 
to flooding and comply with anti-
seismic standards. They are equipped 
to meet the needs of children: access 
to drinking water, a sanitation system, 
separate latrines for girls and boys, 
waste sorting and a garbage collec-
tion system.
School gardens are set up to con-
tribute to food diversification among 
children. This is particularly the case 

in nursery and primary schools in 
Laos, where vegetable gardens allow 
communities to improve the nutri-
tional value of school meals and raise 
awareness of the importance of the 
environment. Research has shown 
that students who participate in gar-
dening programs in the classroom are 
more concerned about the conser-
vation of natural resources and are 
more interested in nature, gardening, 
and environmental issues.
Aide et Action also promotes access 
to clean energy in the schools it sup-
ports. As part of its “Enlightened 
School, resource centre for quality 

education” program, it has contrib-
uted to the installation of solar panels 
in 120 schools in Burkina Faso and 
has distributed solar lamps to stu-
dents, as an alternative to kerosene 
lamps and candles, which are com-
monly used by those without access 
to mains electricity.
The pedagogies implemented in 
these schools promote the teaching 
of greater respect for the environ-
ment. The transmission of indigenous 
knowledge - on subjects as varied as 
agroforestry or medicinal plants - is 
encouraged. School governments, 
implemented by Aide et Action in 

The climate emergency requires, as of today, changes in mentality.  
However, these cannot happen without quality education which, from an early age,  

will teach appropriate gestures and spread them in society.

If we want to mitigate 
climate change and make 
sustainable development  
a reality, we must imagine,  
think and act di�erently, 
and the role of education 
is, in this regard,  
essential.

Global Education Monitoring Report, 
UNESCO, 2016
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The ACTE project (Action for Citizenship by and for All 
Children through Education) was o�cially launched in 
Burkina Faso in April. It is a multi-country project (Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Senegal, and Togo) of which the French 
Development Agency (AFD) is a partner. Its objective is 

As part of the “Girls Who Code” initiative, daughters of 
domestic workers in the Indian city of Pune are being 
trained in computer coding. These young girls, aged 10 to 
14 and from precarious families, had no notion of coding 

By o�ering training and materials Aide et Action is sup-
porting female entrepreneurship in Cambodia. We thus 
enable marginalized women to test new business initia-
tives in order to increase their income and therefore 

to contribute to better access to rights by strengthening 
the power of children and young people to act as vectors 
of change in terms of citizenship, social cohesion, and 
sustainable development.

before starting their training. In addition to encouraging 
them to develop technical skills, the project allows them 
to boost their self-esteem and self-confidence.

build a fairer and more balanced society. So far we have 
supported more than 180 communities in Koen, Kandal, 
Pursat, and in other provinces of the country.

 Good to know  Lasting for a duration of 36 months, the project will be implemented in Burkina Faso in districts 8 and 
10 of the municipality of Ouagadougou and will directly concern 6,573 students and 180 teachers.

 Good to know  In Cambodia women labour is not valued as such as is the case for men and, according to a study of 
the United Nations Development Program (PNUD), women that work in the informal sector were more frequently 
impacted by unemployment (22%) than men (13%) during the  COVID-19 pandemic.

 Good to know  Coding lessons complement what is taught in school and help improve the communication and analytical 
skills of young girls. A significant improvement in their academic skills can be observed!

Launch of the ACTE Africa project

Unleashing girls’ potential through IT
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Investing in women’s entrepreneurshipBURKINA FASO CAMBODIA
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In Benin, nearly one girl in seven does not go to school 
when she has her period, i.e., 20% of the time is lost to 
this issue. There are many reasons for this: lack of ad-
equate information and infrastructure, stigmatization, 

cost of sanitary protection... To limit absenteeism, which 
weakens girls’ education, Aide et Action is developing the 
AGIR project: by raising awareness, distributing reusable 
sanitary towels and infrastructure development.

 Good to know  Through its AGIR project (Support for Governance and Relay Initiatives), Aide et Action supports 
880 young girls in the management of their menstrual hygiene in 80 primary schools in 8 municipalities of the At-
lantic and Atacora districts.

Fighting against the taboo subject of the monthly periodBENIN
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Deepika

“I know that education  
can change their lives”

“
A

t first, I was 
quite scared 
to go up the 
GB Road area, 
unfortunately 

notorious for its high concen-
tration of prostitution-related 
activities. All my neighbours 
judged me. But gradually, day 
after day, I made friends with 
the sex workers. They started to 
trust me and tell me their sto-
ries. Each has a painful past: 
deception, poverty, despair, 
sacrifice... They live a life of 
servitude and su�er serious 
physical and mental trauma. 
Their health is also constantly 
in danger. Listening to them is 
always traumatic and disturbs 
me a lot. Even today, I find it 
di�cult to understand how a 
human being can be so ruth-
less and cruel towards one of 
his fellow human beings,” says 
Deepika. This young woman, 
who recently finished her 
studies, joined the Pahal pro-
gram team as a social worker.

STIGMATISED  
FROM BIRTH
“My role is to ensure that the children 
of these women are registered and wel-
comed in the centre that we have set 
up. And it’s not straightforward. We 
must initiate a dialogue, make the link 
between them, with their children, with 
the pimps who control them and who 
are often the fathers of their children, 
with the neighbourhood communities, 

the state school, the police and the gov-
ernment programs that are in charge of 
the well-being of women and children. 
Surprisingly, the hardest part is some-
times convincing the women them-
selves. Their one and only concern is 
the future of their children. They don’t 
want them to be part of this dark world 
but feel helpless and powerless. One of 
them once explained to me that a girl 

living in the “red light” neigh-
bourhood was, whatever hap-
pens, destined to become a sex 
worker and that a boy was des-
tined to become a pimp. She 
added that because of their 
profession, children were stig-
matised from birth, and noth-
ing could save them…”

ANOTHER POSSIBLE 
FUTURE THROUGH 
EDUCATION
“And yet, I am convinced that 
education can change their 
lives: each time I meet a new 
child, my determination grows 
stronger. I desperately want to 
save them from GB Road and 
I do everything to convince 
the parents to enroll the chil-
dren in the centre. There, they 
are taken care of in a suitable 
place, away from brothels, in 
order to keep them away from 
the universe to which they are 
exposed day and night. In the 
centre, they are accompanied 
by a qualified team which o�ers 
them leisure and educational 
activities. The children are also 

fed and can see a doctor if necessary.
As soon as they get better, I encour-
age parents to send them elsewhere, to 
another family member or to a board-
ing school. A safe place where they can 
continue their education. Every time a 
child leaves GB Road to seek a better 
life, it’s like opening a window for them 
to fly away.” 

Meeting with Deepika, social worker involved in the Pahal project led by Aide et Action  
and its partner Prayas in New Delhi, India, for children of sex workers.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL NUMBER 4 (EDUCATION)
Mathieu Cros, Aide et Action research, evaluation, and capitalization 
manager, published an article in UN Today, the United Nations magazine. 

THE CHALLENGE OF GIRLS’ EDUCATION

Vanessa Martin, Advocacy Manager at Aide et Action, was interviewed by  
B SMART, an online television channel. 

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Arina Bzhinaev, international philanthropy o�cer, and Sanou Mamou, 
SCOLFILLE project manager in Burkina Faso, were interviewed by 
Radio Cité Genève. The opportunity to talk about the global mobilization 
movement “Education For Women Now”, whose objective is to enable 
3 million girls and women to have access to quality education, in Africa, Asia 
and Europe by 2025. 

Aide et Action in the media
In early 2022 and on several occasions Aide et Action was asked  by French  
and international media to present its programs and actions. Visit our website  
to discover these press releases:

Webinar “Education,  
carrier of empowerment  
for girls and women.”

Witness report

On the occasion of the International Day of Women’s 
Rights, on 8 March, volunteers, donors and sponsors of 
Aide et Action were invited to attend our webinar dedi-
cated to the major issue of girls’ and women’s education. 
It was an opportunity to meet our teams, live from the 
field and from our headquarters, and discover all actions 
we are taking to guarantee quality education for girls and 
women around the world. 

In short

To view or review this webinar, please click 
on the following link   
https://youtu.be/fu9DhTf8VI0

P



Make a donation at: 

https://soutenir.aide-et-action.org/educationfor-women-now/

Together, let’s empower girls  

and women to learn, to stand 

up for their rights and to be the 

actors of their lives to build a 

sustainable and peaceful world.

To give them the power to take action  tomorrow!

JOIN  

THE MOVEMENT 

TODAY
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